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STORM AID 

FROM SCOR 
If you still have storm damage from 
Hurricane Helene that has not been 
resolved, a state agency may be able 
to help you. 

The South Carolina Office of 
Resilience coordinates federal grants 
and provides restoration, rebuilding 
and remodeling for homes 
devastated by the storm. 

In addition to FEMA and the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, SCOR partners with 
the American Red Cross, ABLE 
National Resource Center, and other 
nonprofits to help SC citizens return 
to normalcy. SCOR also refers 
citizens to mental health and legal 
aid resources. 

SCOR’s mission, according to its 
website, is “to lessen the impact of 
disasters on the communities and 
citizens of South Carolina by 
planning and coordinating statewide 
resilience, long-term recovery and 
hazard mitigation.”  The agency was 
created in 2020 after the legislature 
passed the Disaster Relief and 
Resilience Act. Because citizens are 
continuing to see delays in getting 
federal assistance, SCOR is working 
to help citizens who may fall through 
the cracks. 

SCOR caseworkers will create an 
Individualized Recovery Plan for 
everyone they serve, providing direct 
assistance and referrals. A field office 
will open soon in Anderson. 

To contact SCOR, please call 803-
898-2511 or email www.scor.sc.gov. 

 

  

DEI BILL AT 

THE SENATE 
 
The SC State House overwhelmingly 
passed a bill that would eliminate 
diversity, equity, and inclusion 
programs in state and local 
government, K-12 schools, and higher 
education. It now goes to the state 
Senate. 
 
The bill, if enacted, would prohibit 
public colleges and universities and 
community colleges from establishing 
or maintaining DEI offices. It would 
also prevent educational and 
governmental units from hiring based 
on race, gender, or national origin. 
 

  
 
In this version of the law, the Attorney 
General will enforce the law. In the 
version approved by the House, 
educational and governmental units 
must submit a report to the 
Department of Administration 
outlining any related complaints 
associated with the law by August 1 
each year. 
 
House members opposing the bill said 
the version that passed was heavily 
amended behind closed doors and 
without sufficient opportunity to 
debate those changes. Earlier in the 
legislative session, House members 
heard 5 hours of testimony from the 
public, most of which was in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
 
 
 

    
 

AT THE STATEHOUSE 
 

A Senate bill will require school 

districts to identify students eligible 

for free and reduced lunch, with the 

hope of providing meals for all 

qualifying children. . . . A House bill 

will require students in grades 3-5 to 

learn how to write in cursive. . . . 

Computer science courses will 

become mandatory beginning in 

elementary school under a House bill 

recently introduced. Similar bills have 

died in the legislature since 2017. . . . 

The House passed a bill requiring 

hands-free driving. People caught 

holding their phones will get 2 license 

points and fines. 

  HAVE YOU RENEWED 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP? 

Membership is the lifeblood of the 
Branch. It provides the resources 
necessary to be engaged in the 
community and protect your civil 
rights. Adult memberships are 
$30/year. 

Think about becoming a Life Member--
$75 for 10 years (Silver) or $150 (Gold). 
Remember us so we won’t forget you. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
We’re planning a trip for students 
in grades 7-12 to iconic Civil Rights 
sites July 7th-12th, Birmingham, 
Selma, and Montgomery AL. Watch 
this space for more details. 


