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THE HIGH
COST OF
PRISON

U.S. prisons cost taxpayers $89
billion each year. But Black families
bear indirect expenses totaling
nearly 4 times as much.

According to the advocacy group
FWD.us, Black families incur costs of
$348 billion. That figure includes lost
wages, travel to see family members,
commissary fees, and the purchase
of personal items.

That breaks down to $8,005 a year,
or about the average annual cost of
childcare for one child. Items
purchased for inmates are often
marked up as much as 600 percent
over retail.

Resources used to support
incarcerated people is money that
isn’t being used to buy a house or
pursue higher education, the best
methods for building wealth.

Minor children suffer heavily from
separation from their parents: They
are more likely to move frequently
or be homeless. Also, they develop
psychological and emotional scars.

It is estimated that the toll of what
they bear reduces their earnings by
$4,468 per year.

VOTER DAY
COMING
9/16

National Voter Registration Day will be
celebrated Tuesday, September 16.
Voting is powerful. It led to many of
the benefits we enjoy today. If voting
wasn’t powerful, why is it that our
ancestors were killed trying to register
to vote

National and state issues make the
news every day, but local issues are
important, too. Not only do they
affect you more directly, but you have
more influence over the results.

SATURDAY
EVENTS

The Dream Center will host Pickens
County Future Forward College and
Career Fair Saturday, September 27
12-4 pm. Colleges, area employers and
military recruiters will be on hand to
share information. Prizes will also be
given away.

Divine Purpose Outreach Ministry will
host a college fair Saturday,
September 13, 11 am — 1 pm. Dr.
Allyson Brown, Upstate admissions
representative for University of South
Carolina, and representatives from
Clemson University’s College of
Science Mentoring and Inclusion
Collaborative (COSMIC) will moderate.

You can register to vote on your
computer. Go to scvotes.gov. You'll need
the following:

e South Carolina driver’s license or ID
e  Social Security card

Elections will be held Tuesday,
November 4 in Central, Easley, Liberty,
Norris and Pickens. Registration deadline
is Friday, October 3.

Early voting will be held weekdays 8:30
am-5 pm October 20-31 at the Voter
Registration and Elections Office, 222
McDaniel Ave., Pickens. The phone
number is (864} 898-5948. Deadline for
absentee ballots is October 24.

Check your status at scvotes.org, or at
the county voter registration office.

FREEDOM FUND
BANQUET

The NAACP Pickens County Branch will
hold its annual Freedom Fund Banquet
Saturday, September 27 at 5 pm at Owen
Pavillion at the Madren Conference
Center, near Clemson University, at the
end of Madren Center Lane.

State Rep. Dr. Jermaine Johnson,
representing parts of Richland and
Kershaw counties, will be the guest
speaker. The Lovely Big O will be
toastmaster.

Tickets are $65. You may purchase them
at your church or by calling (864) 350-
0697.



