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ABORTION:
MURDER
FOR
MOMS?

A bill introduced in the State
Legislature would allow women who
have abortions to be charged with
the death penalty.

Under the South Carolina Prenatal
Equal Protection Act, fetuses and
embryos have the same rights as
people. As such, abortion at any
stage of pregnancy, including before
the six weeks after conception where
abortion is legal, would be
considered a homicide.

Any woman who would fall under
the exceptions for legal abortions—
to save the life of the mother, rape
or incest—would have to go to court
to petition for an exemption.

Because of the vagueness of the
language in the bill, women with
miscarriages are also at risk.

A similar bill passed the state House
in the last legislative session but died
in the Senate.

South Carolina is one of 4 states
currently considering such
legislation.

STATE DEI IN
DANGER

A bill introduced in the State
Legislature would ban diversity, equity
and inclusion training and offices in all
South Carolina state-supported
colleges and universities, state
government agencies, and public
school districts.

The language of the bill largely mirrors
the executive order signed by
President Donald Trump last month
that prohibited DEl initiatives at the
federal level.

SEN. SCOTT MOVES
TO RAISE BANK FEES

Sen. Tim Scott has introduced a bill in
Congress that could raise bounced
check fees effective later this year.

Scott’s Senate bill will remove a Biden
Administration rule announced last
December by the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau that would have
capped overdraft fees on checking
accounts at $5. It was to go into effect
in October. If the new law is passed, it
would void the new rule and keep the
higher fees in place. Currently, banks
and credit unions charge up to $35 for
bounced checks.

The state House passed a similar bill
last year, but it failed in the Senate.

Some popular programs that could be
eliminated include:

e Call Me Mister, a nationally
acclaimed program that trains
Black male teachers.

e  Men of Impact, formerly Men
of Color, a national leadership
conference pairing high
school and college students
with Black professionals.

As a result of the proposed change,
teachers may be reluctant to teach
Black History.

BRANCH SEEKING
APPLICATIONS FOR
BOOK AWARDS

The Pickens Branch NAACP will give
out 6 $300 awards to high school
graduates for textbooks for their first
semester in college.

To be eligible, qualifications include a
2.5 GPA, involvement in extracurricular
and community activities, and
membership in the branch Youth
Council, which students can join for
$10. Applications are available from
churches and guidance counselors.



