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HOWARD OUT
AT LIBRARY

A tumultuous month at the Pickens
County Library System ended with
the firing of its library director.

By a 5-2 vote, the Pickens County
Library Board of Trustees voted to
terminate Stephanie Howard after a
special called meeting February 24.

Tensions between library supporters
and opponents came to a head after
the board on February 12 approved a
new collection development policy
that would move juvenile and young
adult materials to the adult
collection based on their content,
which opponents considered
unsuitable for youth.

In response, Howard directed Youth
Services staff to evaluate about
86,000 materials. Because such a
project would be labor intensive,
Howard announced that juvenile and
young adult programming would be
suspended indefinitely beginning
February 23.

The new policy also removes
provisions for protecting the First
Amendment rights for Pickens
County citizens. In addition,
references to building a diverse
collection were struck from the
policy.

At the February 12 meeting, the
board also voted 5-2 to table signing
an agreement to accept state funds
allocated to the library. Supporters
of the delay said they wanted to
make sure the library met state
standards for youth materials.
Opponents pointed out that the
library met that standard with no
significant changes in the collection.

PARENTS BILL IN
STATE SENATE

The state House passed a bill that
would extend parents’ rights over
their minor children’s education and
medical care.

The bill, known as the Parents’ Bill of

Rights, would:

e Raise the age for students to
make their own medical decisions
from 16 to 18.

e Require school districts to provide
parents with lesson plans before
instruction and with guidance
counselors’ evaluations.

e Require schools to inform parents
at least 5 days in advance about
any instruction involving gender

SC SENATE DEBATES
ABORTION DRUGS

A bill passed by the SC House would
reclassify medications used for
women’s reproductive health.

The proposal would make
mifepristone and misoprostol
available only by prescription. They
are now available over the counter.

These drugs can be used to terminate
a pregnancy but can also be used to
treat other women'’s health
conditions, including treating
miscarriage.

If passed, illegal possession of these
drugs would lead to up to 5 years in
prison. Dispensing the drugs would
also lead to up to 5 years in prison,
plus up to a $50,000 fine.

The bill has moved to the Senate.

roles or sexual orientation.
Parents would have to opt-in.

e Parents can prevent their children
from participating in lessons that
don’t share their moral or religious
beliefs.

e Parents can have their children
removed from extracurricular
activities they don’t agree with.

Only 1 House member, who wanted
additional measures, voted against the
bill. Democrats succeeded in passing
amendments that they felt protected
the privacy of students and created
fewer burdens on educators.

If the bill passes the Senate with
changes, it goes back to the House.
Gov. Henry McMaster is expected to
sign the final version.

JOIN OR RENEW
ONLINE TODAY

The NAACP Pickens County Branch has
made it easier than ever to renew your
membership. Go to our website,
pickensnaacp.com. From there, you
can enter your information and pay
electronically via Zelle.

Regular annual memberships are $30.
Please consider making a special
commitment by becoming a Life
Member. Silver Life is $750, or $75 per
year for 10 years. Gold Life is $1500, or
$150 for 10 years. Diamond Life is
$2500, or $250 per year.

Starting March 1, Life Memberships
will increase. Don’t wait! Go to our
website and join or renew today.



