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MEASLES AT
CLEMSON, AU

The measles outbreak centered in
Spartanburg County has hit closer to
home.

34 Clemson University students and
50 students from Anderson
University were placed in quarantine
for measles since the third week of
January, according to multiple press
reports.

In all, 789 cases of measles have
been reported in South Carolina,
according to the state Department of
Public Health.

Additionally, The Center for
Infectious Disease Research and
Policy at the University of Minnesota
reported that 3 exposures to
measles in Washington state can be
traced to the outbreak at Clemson.

According to the state Department
of Public Health, measles can be
spread in the air up to 2 hours after
an infected person leaves an area. It
can be contracted between 4 days
before and 4 days after contact with
an infected person.

According to the Mayo Clinic,
measles symptoms show up around
7 to 14 days after contact with the
virus.

The first symptoms usually are:
fever, which may be as high as 105
degrees Fahrenheit (40.6 degrees
Celsius); dry cough; runny nose; and
red, watering eyes, called
conjunctivitis (pink eye).

For more information on the spread
of the disease and how to protect
yourself, visit the Department of
Public Health at dph.sc.gov.

BOOK SUIT
REFILED

A lawsuit fighting a book ban by the
School District of Pickens County was
refiled this month.

The original 2023 lawsuit was filed by
the NAACP Pickens Branch challenging
the removal of Stamped: Racism,
Antiracism, and You by Ibram X. Kendi
and Jason Reynolds.

Although it was on a list of approved
books for high school juniors, in 2022
the school board unanimously voted
to remove the book.

The vote conflicted with school- and
district-level committees which both
unanimously recommended that

FREE BLACK
HISTORY EVENTS

Sincerely Daniel: Honoring a
Community of Black Athletes, is an
exhibit open Fridays 5-9 pm and
Saturdays and Sundays 12-7 pm
through February 28 at the Clemson
Area African American Museum, 217
Butler St., Clemson.

At the Captain Kimberly Hampton
Library, 304 Biltmore Ave., Easley

e Black Superheroes Past and
Present, Sunday, February 1, 3
pm.

e Roots of Resilience: The Legacy of
Soapstone Baptist Church,
Sunday, February 15, 3 pm.

e Ascreening of the documentary
Wattstax, Wednesday, February
18, 1:30 pm.

Stamped should be made available to
students.

NAACP Pickens Branch and families in
the school district sued in 2023 to have
the book returned. They contended
that the removal was a form of
censorship.

An appeals court later that year sided
with NAACP. However, another judge
ruled that the plaintiffs had no
standing.

IMIONEY FOR SCHOOL

The NAACP Pickens County Branch will
give $300 book awards to eligible
graduating seniors in Pickens County.
Also, the NAACP State Conference is
awarding Levi Pearson Scholarships for
students in the Lowcountry. More
information is at
pickensnaacp@gmail.com.

SUIT FIGHTS
BALLOT LIMITS

The NAACP and American Civil
Liberties Union are suiting the state,
challenging a law they say makes it
harder for people with disabilities to
vote.

Under a 2022 law, people are limited
to turning in five absentee ballots for
someone other than themselves. The
law was designed to prevent election
fraud. However, the plaintiffs argue
that in nursing homes and residential
care settings, residents often rely on a
single staff member they trust. The
plaintiffs also argue the new law places
a burden on disabled voters and
violates the Voting Rights Act.



