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SDPC MUM 

ON VIDEOS 
 

The School District of Pickens 
County has not taken a clear 
position on its potential inclusion of 
PragerU in social studies lesson 
plans. The State Board of Education 
approved its use in public schools 
last year. 

 

PragerU is a website 
(www.prageru.org) that contains 
educational videos that sanitize and 
distort lessons on history, political 
science, and economics. Much of 
the content is 5-minute animated 
features, often hosted by Black 
conservative commentators. 

 

For example, a cartoon about 
Frederick Douglass presents him as 
the consummate insider who 
worked behind the scenes to end 
slavery before the Civil War. Also, a 
video series on the difference 
between conservatives and liberals 
says progressives falsely want to 
eliminate businesses through 
burdensome taxes and regulations. 

 

We don’t have any evidence yet that 
this content is actively being used in 
county schools. Parents have the 
right to have their children opt out 
of PragerU lessons. Also, contact 
your school board member with 
your concerns about this content. 

  

STATEHOUSE 

PRIORITIES 
 
The State Conference of NAACP has 
announced its priorities for the new 
State Legislature: 
 
Vouchers. The State Senate 
introduced a bill this month to use 
Education Lottery money to grant 
tuition for private K-12 schools. 
Vouchers take resources away that 
could be spent on public school 
students.  
 
Also, the bill allows private schools to 
discriminate on the basis of race, 
gender, religion, sexual orientation, or  

 disability. In addition, vouchers don’t 
cover the total cost of private school 
tuition, making it a wealth transfer 
from hardworking low-and middle-
income families to affluent ones. 
 
Hate crimes. Federal law created hate 
crimes legislation in the 1960s to 
punish violent and property crime by 
white supremacists. State laws have 
also been enacted in the US.  
 
Although federal statutes cover most 
hate crimes, victims often have less 
access to federal authorities. Also, 
state crime legislation often requires 
local law enforcement to train to 
handle such incidents. 
 
South Carolina is one of only two 
states without hate crimes legislation.   
 
 

    
 

‘PUSH’ SHOVED TO 

ADULT FICTION 
 

Library Director Stephanie Floyd 

agreed to move the book Push by 

Sapphire from the Young Adult to the 

Adult Fiction collection. 

 

Conservatives of the Upstate 

president Johnelle Raines published a 

letter from Howard on her Facebook 

page. 

 

The 1996 book focuses on a teenage 

girl who rises above abuse. It was 

adapted into the 2009 film Precious 

which won two Academy Awards. 

 

  

NAACP INSTALLS 

NEW OFFICERS 
Pickens Branch NAACP installed the 

following officers: 

 

Sheila Crawford, President 
Rev. Chester Trower, 1st Vice   
President 
Cassandra Thomason, 2nd Vice 
President 
Alex Currin, Secretary 
Lisa Robinson, Assistant Secretary 
Amy Preston, Treasurer 
Adriane Garner, Assistant Treasurer 

Their terms will end on December 31, 

2026. 

 

http://www.prageru.org/

