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NAACP
MEETS IN

CHARLOTTE

“The fierce urgency of now” was the
theme of the 116" NAACP National
Convention, held July 9-16 in
Charlotte.

“We must educate, advocate and
vote on issues that affect our
communities,” said Chairman Leon
Russell. “No one is coming to save
us. We must save ourselves.”

The convention opened with ACT-SO
(Afro-American, Cultural,
Technological and Scientific
Olympics). Youth and College
chapters compete at local and state
levels in 6 areas of interest in 32
competitive fields.

The Plenary Session featured
panelists speaking about the need to
defend democracy, civil rights, and
the importance of understanding
and using artificial intelligence (Al).

President Johnson closed the
convention, challenging the nearly
9,000 delegates to educate ourselves
and others and to vote in every local,
state, and national election.

“Local politics affects our lives every
day. We must be involved in local
issues and advocacy, run for office,
and vote. The time to fight for
progress and use our power is now.”

President Shelia Crawford, Political
Action Chair Dr. Kenneth Robinson,
and Legal Redress Chair Lisa Marie
Robinson were delegates
representing the branch.

BRANCH
APPEARS AT
TOWN HALL

The NAACP Pickens County Branch
was one of several area organizations
participating in a meeting where
community leaders shared how they
are serving the public in uncertain
times.

About 75 people from Pickens,
Anderson and Oconee counties
attended The People’s Town Hall
Sunday, June 29 at Westside
Community Center in Anderson.

BOARD MOVES
BOOKS

The Pickens County Library Board of
Trustees voted to move 10 Young
Adult books to Adult Fiction at its July
24 meeting. The books moved were
on a list censorship advocates gave to
state Sen. Rex Rice.

The vote was tied to a state budget
proviso that cuts off state aid to South
Carolina public library systems that
shelve books in youth collections that
appeal to the "prurient interests" of
minors. The vote also bypassed the
library board policy for determining
where books can be shelved.

Speakers included Tonya Winbush on
behalf of Anderson City Councilwoman
Bea Thompson, Seneca City
Councilwoman Lekesha Benson, and
Clemson City Councilwoman Alesia
Smith.

Participants shared their concerns with
leaders, networked, and brought
donations to local food banks.

CHECK YOUR VOTER
REGISTRATION

If you haven’t voted in recent years,
your status may either be inactive or
possibly purged. Check your status at
scvotes.org. Visit the county voter
registration office, 222 McDaniel Ave.,
Pickens, or call them at (864)898-5948
for more information.

SAVE THE DATES

The NAACP Pickens County Branch
will hold its annual Freedom Fund
Banquet Saturday, September 27,
5 pm at Owen Pavilion located in The
Madren Conference Center, near
Clemson University Campus, 230
Madren Center Drive, Clemson, SC.
State Rep. Dr. Jermaine Johnson,
representing parts of Richland and
Kershaw counties, will be the guest
speaker.

The NAACP South Carolina State
Conference will hold its annual
convention October 9-11 in Camden.
Watch this space for further details.



