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YOUR 3RP
GRADER
HELD BACK?

The School District of Pickens County
is advancing a new policy for the
2025-26 school year that may
require some third graders to be
held back an additional year.

The new policy, as required by the
State Legislature last year, would
prevent promotion to the fourth
grade for most students who score
“does not meet expectations” on the
English and language arts section of
the SC READY tests in the 3™ grade.
Exceptions would be made for
students with individualized learning
plans and at the discretion of the
school administration.

For the 2023-2024 school year, 37.6
percent of Black students scored
“does not meet expectations.”

District administrators said they will
provide extra tutoring and a summer
reading camp for students who are
left back a year.

HAVE YOU RENEWED
YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Membership is the life blood of the
Branch. It provides the resources
necessary to be engaged in the
community and protect your civil
rights. Adult memberships are
$30/year.

Think about becoming a Life
Member--$75 for 10 years (Silver) or
$150 (Gold).

Remember us so we won’t forget
you.

BOARD
KEEPS YA

BOOKS

The Pickens County Library Board
voted to keep 2 Young Adult books in
that section of the library.

The challenged books were:
e  The Bluest Eye by Toni
Morrison
e Brave Face by Shaun David
Hutchinson

Lori Osborn, Alfred Wheeler, and
Susan Childers voted to keep the
books in

AT THE STATEHOUSE

A bill introduced in the House would
change the definition of a minor. 17-
year-olds and youths aged 16 and
older who commit first-degree
burglary, attempted murder, or crimes
with sentences up to 30 years would
be considered adults. Solicitors would
be able to make exceptions. ...
Pending legislation would make it
illegal to post medical debts on credit
reports for services performed in the
state. . . . Public middle and high
schools may be required to keep the
Plan B, or “Morning After” abortion
pill if a new bill passes the State
Legislature. If passed, the law would
require school nurses or another
administrator to dispense it.

the YA section. Nancy Miller, Danny
Parton, and Alesa Pinkerton voted to
move the books to Adult Fiction. Henry
Miller abstained from both votes
because he had not read either book.

In addition, new library cards for
minors will roll out this year:

e  Unrestricted: Minors have
parental consent to check out
books from all library
collections.

e  Restricted + YA: Minors have
parental consent to check out
books from the Easy, Juvenile,
and Young Adult sections
only.

e  Restricted: minors have
parental consent to check out
books only from Juvenile and
Easy sections.

BRANCH SEEKING
APPLICATIONS FOR
BOOK AWARDS

The Pickens Branch NAACP will give
out 6 $300 awards to high school
graduates for textbooks for their first
semester in college.

To be eligible, qualifications include a
2.5 GPA, involvement in extracurricular
and community activities, and
membership in the branch Youth
Council, which students can join for
$10. Applications are available from
churches and guidance counselors.
Deadline for applications is April 11.



