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POST OFFICE
GOING BROKE

If current conditions continue, the
US Postal Service will run out of
funds to operate by this time in
2027.

USPS is an independent agency of
the federal government. It is funded
by revenue from stamps and other
products and services.

USPS has lost billions of dollars in
revenue over the past few years.
Computers and cellphones have
allowed people to bypass stamps,
and Amazon built its own delivery
fleet, which allowed it to end its
contract with the Post Office.

USPS’s problems are largely
unrelated financially to providing
service. On one hand, it is limited to
borrowing $15 billion, a level that
hasn’t changed since 1991. Also,
USPS pensions are part of its
operating budget. Unlike Amtrak and
the Tennessee Valley Authority,
USPS must invest its pension funds in
Treasury bonds. Otherwise, USPS
would be operating at a surplus.

Closing USPS would make it difficult
for citizens to vote by mail and to get
prescriptions and checks. Often the
Post Office is the only way some
citizens can receive packages, and
providing the last mile to an item’s
destination, which is in many cases
where commercial delivery
businesses lose money.

Solutions include raising the price of
postage or Congress raising USPS’s
borrowing limit.

Call Congresswoman Sherri Biggs and
Senators Lindsey Graham and Tim
Scott and tell them to save USPS.

PCLS TURMOIL
CONTINUES

The Pickens County Library continues
to be tangled in controversy since the
February firing of library director
Stephanie Howard.

The library board voted to resume
children’s programs. They were
suspended so that staff could review
juvenile and teen materials to comply
with the new collection development
policy. The policy, which was paused
and quickly reinstated, requires
moving youth materials the board
disapproves of, with Black and LGBTQ

themes, moved to the adult collection.

Library staff moved 10 books without
public debate after pressure from
state Sen. Rex Rice based on
complaints from one person.

DEADLINE FOR BOOK
AWARDS APRIL 17

Graduating high school seniors in
Pickens County are eligible to win one
of 6 book awards from the NAACP
Pickens County Branch of $300 each.

Qualifications include:

e A GPA of 2.5 or higher

e  Proof of admission in an
institution higher learning

e  Proof of voter registration, if aged
18 or higher

e  Membership in NAACP Youth
Council

To apply or for more information, go
to pickensnaacp.com.

The board also named an interim
director 3 days after the library
director position was posted on the
county website. Bruce Heimburger, a
retired network administrator at
Richland County Library System in
Columbia, was recommended to the
board by the South Carolina State
Library. He has no plans to want the
job permanently.

The board also voted to sign the
certification for state library funds for
the rest of this fiscal year, which ends
June 30. Heimburger told the board it
needed to accept the funds to pay for
items already budgeted for. He also
told the board that it should trust the
staff’s professional judgment.

The board has held 6 special-called
meetings since the new members were
seated in November.

IF VOTING ISN'T
IMPORTANT, ...

Why did our ancestors work so hard to
get the ballot?

Why did authorities try so hard to keep
them from doing it?

Why are some politicians today trying
to stop you from voting NOW?

The stakes are high. Jobs. Prices.
Healthcare. Education. And so much
more.

Primaries for federal and state
elections will be held June 9. Early
voting will begin May 26. The
registration deadline is May 9.

If you’re not registered, do it. If you are
registered, check it. Go to scvotes.gov
for more information.



