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PICKENS NAACP
ADRESSES SDPC

NAACP Pickens County Branch
president Shelia Crawford demands
that the School District of Pickens
County implement a comprehensive
program to reduce incidents of racial
harassment before the 2026-2027
school year.

“Minority parents are concerned
about the treatment of their
children, the environment being
fostered in our schools, and whether
we are moving forward as a
community,” she said.

After bullying incidents, some
students “told the teacher, but
nothing was done. Each time that
happens, it damages trust in the
teacher, and the students and
parents don’t report incidents,” she
said.

Crawford cited two racially charged
incidents involving Pickens County
students that have drawn national
media scrutiny.

In April, the daughter of School
Board Trustee Shannon Haskett
hurled racial slurs at a biracial
Pickens High School students in a
social media post that had more
than 1 million views.

Last July, four Black Daniel High
School football players faced
disciplinary action after fighting a
white teammate they claim had
hurled racial slurs at them.

In both cases, the Branch supported
the victims and their families.

SENATE BLOCKS
NEW DISTRICTS

The state Senate failed to redraw US
House districts ahead of the 2026
midterm elections.

Senators voted 24-20 not to call for a
vote. That means the legislature can’t
change Congressional districts before
the November elections. As a result,
US Rep. Jim Clyburn will be able to run
for re-election to the 6% District seat
he has held since 1992.

The new map, created by the National
Republican Redistricting Trust, would
have split Pickens County into 2
districts. The southwestern corner of
the county would remain in the 3™
District, while the rest of the county,
going on a line splitting Easley and
Pickens while continuing to the
northwest, would have been part of

VOTE EARLY NOW

Early voting in Pickens County runs
through Friday, June 5. Polls are open
on weekdays 8:30 am-5 pm at the
following locations:

e Pickens County Voter Registration
& Elections, 222 McDaniel Ave,
Pickens

e East Clemson Baptist Church
230 Frontage Rd, Clemson

e Easley Library, 304 Biltmore Rd,
Easley

e Llarry Bagwell Gymnasium, 111
Walkers Way, Easley

e  Dacusville Community Center,
2671 Earls Bridge Rd, Easley

the 5t District. Black voters would
have been split between the new
districts.

All state House members in the
Pickens County delegation—Bill
Whitmire, Philip Bowers, Neal Collins,
David Hiott and Thomas Beach—voted
for redistricting. Thomas Alexander
and Rex Rice, the senators that
represent Pickens County, both chose
to have a vote on the new maps.

NAACP, with other organizations,
urged citizens to vote on May 26, the
first day of early voting. More than
56,000 votes were cast that day,
including more than 32,000 by 1 pm.
45,996 Democrats voted May 26,
compared with 10,340 Republicans.
Lawmakers said they were reluctant to
change maps after record numbers of
citizens voted early. That’s collective
power in action. Just imagine what we
can do if more people lend a hand.

FREEDOM FUND:
SAVE THE DATE

Mark October 10 on your calendar.

That’s the date of this year’s annual
Freedom Fund Banquet.

Like last year, it will be held at Owens
Pavillion, adjacent to the Madren
Center near the campus of Clemson
University.

At last year’s banquet, SC House Rep.
Jermaine Johnson announced the
formation of an exploratory committee
for his run for governor. Expect similar
fireworks this fall.



