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ACLU SUES
GREENVILLE
LIBRARY

A federal lawsuit against the
Greenville County Library System,
filed May 27 by the state American
Civil Liberties Union, will determine
whether government units can
overrule the free speech demands of
citizens.

The ACLU is seeking to prevent GCLS
from hiding and removing books
with LGBTQ+ content.

In an ACLU press release, the
Greenville County Library Board has
in recent years granted more than 50
requests to move LGBTQ+ materials
while refusing requests from patrons
to add such books to the collection.

The lawsuit is important in light of a
ruling by the 5% Circuit Court of
Appeals, which gave school districts
and public libraries the right to
remove any books they consider
inappropriate.

Given the logic of the 5% Circuit
ruling, books about Black History
could be removed because the
content upsets white students. The
5th Circuit ruling applies to Texas,
Louisiana and Mississippi only.

If the court sides with the ACLU, the
issue will most likely go to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

LIBRARY
FUNDS
THREATENED

The Pickens County Council voted 4-2
this month to move library funding to
the county General Fund.

Historically, the library had been
funded by a separate set aside for its
own use. Most library systems in the
state have this arrangement. A
separate millage does two important
things. First, it allows library funding to
grow at the same pace as growth in
communities. Second, it insulates
libraries from political pressure.

ED BOARD REMOVES
10 MORE BOOKS

South Carolina now leads the nation in
the number of books removed from
classrooms and school libraries at 22.
The State Board of Education voted to
remove 10 books earlier this month,
regardless of grade level.

They include:
e  Collateral and Tricks by Ellen
Hopkins
e  Empire of Storms and
Kingdom of Ash by Sarah
Maas

Most of the books have multicultural
or LBGT+ themes.

The council has tried unsuccessfully to
make such a move, most notably in
2023, when County Administrator Ken
Roper attempted to move $3 million in
library funds to pay for road
maintenance.

The initial vote to remove the library
from millage was cast after second
reading and after library supporters
would have had an opportunity to
oppose such a vote at a public hearing
on the issue.

Although board members said they
could restore any shortfalls later,
history does not support that. The
county History Museum had a staff of
5 before budget cuts. It now has 1
person and very limited hours..

SCHOOLS TO SERVE
SUMMER MEALS

The School District of Pickens County
has two programs to provide meals to
all students under 18 this summer.

Hot breakfast and lunch will be served
daily June 2-July 23 except for July 4 at
three locations.

SDPC will also sponsor the SUN
Program, which will provide a 7-day
supply of fresh produce and non-
perishable items. The meal kits will be
available every Thursday starting June
5 at 10 locations.

Go to the district website,
pickens.k12.sc.us for more
information.



