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TROUBLE IN
TIGERTOWN

Clemson University made 2 decisions
this month that adversely affect
social justice advocates.

On September 3, the university
announced it would end its affinity
groups that support special
populations, including those
associated with people of color and
LGBTQ+ students.

In a statement, Clemson said that
the mission of such groups has been
fulfilled and that students with those
affiliations have opportunities to
represent themselves as part of the
larger university community.

The decision was made shortly after
the Heritage Foundation accused
Clemson of improperly folding the
student organizations into the
university’s Division of Community,
Engagement, Belonging and Access.

Heritage published Project 2025, a
900-page document that served as
the template for many of the federal
government changes made by the
Trump administration.

Later in the month, 3 Clemson
employees were fired for making
social media posts in association
with the September 10 shooting
death of conservative influencer
Charlie Kirk.

Hours after the posts, South Carolina
gubernatorial candidates US Rep.
Nancy Mace and state Attorney
General Alan Wilson condemned the
messages and prominent donors
threatened to withhold funding for
the university.

REP SHARES,
INSPIRES

State Rep. Jermaine Johnson
commanded Owen Pavilion at the
NAACP Pickens County Branch
Freedom Fund Banquet.

Dr. Johnson believes God is
everywhere—even in his front yard on
a hot summer day.

“I was humbled. The next words that
came out of my mouth were, “l have a
yard that | was blessed with.”

Johnson lost family and friends to
drugs, violence and incarceration. He
went to 7 different high schools.

But Dr. Johnson persevered, earning a

BOARD ACCEPTS
STATE FUNDS

The Pickens County Library Board
voted to accept state aid at a special
called meeting September 25.

The special vote was necessary
because the council illegally voted to
remove 10 books from the young
adult collection at the July 25 meeting.
The vote was tied to the acceptance of
state aid.

The July vote violated the library’s
reconsideration process for changing
the location of library materials. The
board voted 3-3-1 to remove those
books at its September 18 meeting.
The tie vote negated the July vote.

The library uses state aid to purchase
library books and databases.

scholarship at the College of
Charleston and 2 graduate degrees
while playing professional basketball in
the NBA D-League and in Europe.

Dr. Johnson admonished the packed
crowd to respond to “the fierce
urgency of now.”

“We must have to match our prayers
with policy, our faith with footsteps,
and our beliefs with bold decisions.”
Dr. Johnson challenged the audience
the way he speaks to youth: “l don’t
want you to be great—I expect you to
be great.”

“We were called for a time like this. Do
you think [civil rights protesters]
wanted to walk 366 days and not take
the bus?”

REGISTRATION
ENDS FRIDAY

Friday, October 3 is the deadline for
registering in Pickens County municipal
elections, which will be held Tuesday,
November 4.

Central, Easley, Liberty, Norris, Pickens
and Six Mile will be choosing elected
officials. Go to scotes.gov to see
candidates.

Early voting will be held October 20-31,
Monday-Friday 8:30 am-5 pm at
Pickens County Registration and
Elections, 222 McDaniel Street,
Pickens.

Mail ballots must be mailed by October
24,

For more information, call Registration
and Elections at 864-898-5948.



